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E the Sur'cxoNn-APoTHECARIES' in Edin- 


burgb, Erectors of the Surgeons Hoſpital there, 
| having lately ſet up and brought to ſome Bear- 


e ing this new Hoſpital, do think it our Duty to 
publiſh this ſnort Account of our Proceedings, before we call 
in the Money ſubſcribed for. 1221 


2 i * 


We have with Pleaſure obſerved the good Effects of that 


ious and laudable Erection of the Royal Infirmary : But 

ave it to regret, that though the Funds of their Hoſpital be 
conſiderably increaſed, and managed with great Care and 
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Frugality by the Directors; yet we were often called to vaſt 
Numbers of poor, milerable, ſick People; who could not be 
received into the THRmary,. becaule their Stock'is no ways 


anſwerable to the Number of the diſeaſed Poor. 


How often. did we ſee poor Seryants or Workmen, caſt 


out of Buſineſs by Indiſpoſition, confined to à Bed of Straw, 
unable to help themſelves or hire others, deſtitute of Meat, 
Drink, Fire, and all other Things neceſſary for their Con- 


dition ! which made it impoſſible for us, though never ſo 


* 


willing, to give that Relief by Medicine which their Caſes 
requiffeä“ll... d A bon he 


Miſerable Objects of this kind were ſo numerous, that in 
Town and Suburbs they amounted ro ſome hundreds, (of 


which nine or ten only could be taken in to the Infirmary at 
a time.) What then muſt be the Number in Scotland] Here 
Pity and Compaſſion, Charity and brotherly Love, Leve to 
our Country, and even common Humanity ſet us a chink- 
ing how to provide ſome Relief in ſuch calamitous Caſes. 
It was for this purpoſe that we frequently conveened, and 
conferred together: But finding it impoſſible for us to at- 
tend, and provide any conſiderable Number with ſuitable 
Accommodation, as Ther lay ſcattered ini ſo many diffexent 
and diſtant ' Places; we concluded, that the Erection of a 
new Hoſpital was the only proper Mean by which ſuch Num- 
bers could be duly taken care of by us. 
Therefore we reſolved and determined to afford them all 
the Aid and Aſſiſtance which our Art of Surgery and Cir- 
cumſtances would admit of, by laying the Foundation of 


new Hoſpital, for euring and taking care of fuch, whoſe Ca 
ſes iu a peculiar and proper Senſe require a Surgeon. : 

For this purpoſe, we concerted to enter into a Bond of .K 
rection, obliging each of us to contribute Money and Medi 


dines ſufficient to ſet this good Work a- going. and to giv! 


aur Attendance gratis during our Life. | 
Qaur next Step was, to.lay our whole Scheme. before. ou 


\ 


ital. 15 . 


it immediately occurred to us, that the erecting à new; 


Brethren at a Meeting! WE the e - for chelt 5 We 
Advice or  Approbation, as WEST invite' as many 0 f chem | 
as inclined to join uus. ihn 8805 7.8 28 

At which Time our Deſign was abproved eb. 4 Auf they a- 
greed to call our Houſe * THE Nay of The Str, ont Hos 75 
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„As vom be we lad projected the Eab cin or fi f 
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enlarging the old one, might equally ſervè the Lame nds: 
Therefore it was expreſſy ſtipulated amongſt ug, Thar as 
ſoon as we ſhould enter into a Bond of Erection, %c ſhould: 
confer with, and make Propefals to the. Managers of the In- 
firmary,, 8 Union of the twe Hoſpitalss. 

Accordingly Propoſals ef this Kind were made to they in * 
Wrieing. Conferences held for that purpoſe; 'a Memorial 
ven in to us by the ſaid Managers, and 4 Reply to that 
morial was delivered to them by Mr. Remedy, our Pls, 


and at that Time Deacon ef the Surgeons; upon the firſt 


Monday of Fuly 17365 e which we thaye & Anſwer 


rheſe eight Months. 4175 179. U N . 
This we thought fit to mention, to thew the” World our 
Willingneſs to unite the two Hoſpitals. ' *- © . 


About this Time it was often objected to us, That when 
the whole Corporation was invited "and deſired to ſerve the 
Royal-Infirmary, when newly erected, we refuſed to den- 
cur and give our Aſſiſtance. | 

Here we muſt deny the F act And we cannot but won- 
der how ſo many People fall into this Miſtake, fo directly 
contrary to a publick Deed of the Corporation of Surgeons; 
who ar that Time obliged themſelves, by an Adt of their 
Society, to ſerve, and furniſh Medicines to the "Infirmary 
gratis, with as great Security for the Performance thereof 
as ever was given by them as a Society: Which Act is re- 
corded in the Books of the Calling, * the roth Fobrua- 


ry Abe ae 
A 2 . When 


7 o 5 3 „ 2 . 98 e . Es 4 * * * 8 
6 - iy The Tin 19, make; our ee wangen 
. _coul be exp eted immediatel y fromſuc EINE 2: ray 
3 5 T0068; was mad anAzticle in ous. Conſtitution; nat only, to 

_—_— 4 gte manx as cr Hoſpital and Funds could acοm - 

= . 3 2 t likewiſe, to give our Advice, with all ptoper 
1 5 and: ae to br Who. A Þa-ablecto. 
= Ine ae we appoinred,, That our Students 
4 ap e e e pay ſomething into the Hoſpital - fund 
1 a Which they haye hitherto; done moſt, chearfully; 
bg and we hope, that, by their Help, and other charitable Do. 


nations, we-ſhalk be able to make: this Hoſpital a School of 
Practical Surgery; 2 not nly, adyantageous: and inſtructive. 
to themœndi their Sueceffors in our Shaps,. but profitable ro? 
our Country, and in particular to this Metropolis: For it is 
2 that as the Surgeons of this Country have been much. 
mploygd, and beleben Fame 1 
this Impro yement᷑ of their Education will add to that Fame, 
ind make Edinburgh an excellent Nurſery, for Phy ſicians and 
bl a and, by being ſuch, how many thouſand Pounds. 
91 be ſaved to NS Countr ry in a few Years, which aow' are 
ſpent in Leyden and Paris: 

Add to this, what Sums of Money we may expect will be 
returned to Scotland, by our own Surgeons yearly. returning 
home from all Corners of the World Some have calculated 
L. 100,000 Sterling remitted to Scotland this way within 
theſe twenty Years paſt; and, if we ju ge of what may be, 
by what has been, it will be no inconſiderable Branch of 

| Tixage to our ace Country. 
Another Advantage which we beg "A to ſay Will Joke” 
from this School of Surgery is. Fhat our Country will here» 
after be better ſerved by Surgeons at home, when all of them 
may have the . of Hoſpitals.at Edinburgh, "Ui | 
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From What we have obſeryed, concerning: the! Advantages 5 
ofthis School of Surgery, i it is evident, That if, this Piece of: 
Education he conſined to a few Surgeons aud their Apprenti- 
ces, ſecluding all the reſt, (whatever rivate Benefit mige 
ariſg to: theſe few; Surgeons. by:;ſuch a Monopoly) it Woud 
not only. be prejudicial to all thoſe who, Wer: lee ae but 
manifeſtly ſo to the Nation in general. Ps  - 

IEthis Picce of. Education be confined to a ow. the Bene-- 
fit arifi from it to gur Country muſt be limited proportio- 
nally : Suppoſe, for Example, one fourth of our Apprentices 
and Students get their Education compleated by Hoſpitals, 
and that the remaining three fourths muſt want it; then, of 
conſequence, a few of thoſe who go to ſerve abroad may per- 
haps bring Money and Credit to our Nation, While the great- 
eſt part of them 89 unfiniſhed, to caſt) che Ballance the other: 
Way In! 
1 for thoſe who ſlay at home ko ſerve in their own Coun- 

try, a few of them likewiſe may be ſufficiently qualified for 
their Buſineſs, and fit ro be truſted with the Lives and 
Health of the Lieges, while three Fourths of them, for want 
of a compleat Education, do more than Her balance the good 
done by the few skilful. 

This is pretty obvious, and of this we were all ſenſible at 
the Beginning, and it had no ſmall Influence on our firſt Re- 
ſolutions ; therefore, we agreed to make our Scheme as ex- 
tenſive likewiſe in this View, and as uſeful to all the Sur- 
geons and Apprentices in Edinburgh as poſſible, by inyiring. 
the whole Corporation to join us, and to which they Talk 
have Accels.. | 

But to return to the further progreſs of this Affair: ; We 
next laid down, Rules for the right Occonomy of the Houſe, 
much the ſame with theſe obier ved in other Hoſpitals; and: 
opened our Houſe to Patients on the firſt of Tul laſt: 180 
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5 which time we have been . and taking Care of as 
. many as our Houſe could aceòmmodate, where two of us 
mau pve attended punctually every Day from eleven to twelve 
© _ inthe Forenoon, except una, wben we arrended from 
| four to five after Noon, and the fame attending Surgeons ex. 
AF ISL ING <1 V 


: 


amine all Accounts'eygry Monday. x.. 
Ia this Place, we think it not improper to take notice, 
that however much we were conyinced of the Neceſſity of 
this Hoſpital when firſt it Was projected, yet the ſhort Ex- 
rience we have had ſince the firſt of Jah), bas fer this 
Neceſſity in a much ſtronger Light than We could poſſibly 
have imagined before this Trial; for although we have been, 
by the Bleſſing of Gop, uſeful to, and cured many, yet if 
the reſt of the World were to fee what Numbers we are o- 
| bliged to diſmiſs, purely for Want of larger Funds; were 
1 they likewiſe to ſee from what flight Strains or inconſider- 
A able Bruiſes incurable Diſeaſes ariſe, when not taken care of 
8 e timeouſly, they would very much lament our having ne- 
glected this Piece of Charity ſ feng. 
The Gain of the moſt part of Servants is but daily Sub- 
ſiſtence, and few of them can afford ro be many Days idle; 
hence it is, that ſo many of them are made lame and muti- 
lated, not to mention thoſe who die, purely becauſe they 
could neither afford themſelves proper Diet, Reſt, nor Me- 
dicine at the Beginning of the Diſeaſe, When they might 
have been ſpeedily and eaſily cured: So that in Truth, 
they may be more properly ſaid to derive all this Miſery 
from Want than Diſeaſe. | the ET Om 
If no Proviſion is made for the diſeaſed poor, and if they 
are left to linger out a miſerable Life, without Expectation 
of any other Relief than Death, they are in ſome reſpect, in 
a worſe Condition than the Beaſts of Burthen, the Proprie- 
hn tor for his own Sake taking care of them, white the poor 
Mechanick or Day-labourer, is caſt out naked and deſtitute, 
to ſtruggle with Pain, Sickneſs, Poverty and Death. 
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aſure chat We rofl 


It is with Pleaſure that v | lic! 
which prevails at preſent for encouraging Trade and Manu- 
facture, and We hope Hoſpitals may be juſtly. efteemed uſe· 


ful that way; for as the Riches of 4 Trading Nation chiefly | 


V 


conſiſts in the Number of well employed Hands, ſo of con- 


ſequence thoſe who die through want of timely Help, are ſo 
many working Hands cut off. from the Community: And the 
lame and the mutilated. are often not only. miſerable them- 
ſelves, and a Burden. to their affticted Friends, but, if we 
conſider their Number. throughout the Nation, they will be 


found no inconſiderable Tax upon the Country-. 


Our next and great Care abopt this Hoſpital was, to 
ſettle it upon a laſting Foundation, that it might not poſſibly 
prove abortive before conſiderable Contributions could be 
raiſed: This we have done in ſuch a Manner, as to make the 
Stability of our preſent Scheme pretty certain. 

Now our laſt and conſtant Concern.is, how to make it 
more extenſive ;>for the Number of the Diſeaſed is great, and 


our preſent Fund ſmall. Gus ac 
Hitherto we haye done our Part, and ſhall continue to do- 


o 


according to our Ability. | 
Every Tradeſman employed in fitting up the Houfe have. 
contributed ſomething ;; and now we apply to all who ſhalt 
ſee this Memorial, hoping none will be ſo hard-hearted as to 
diſcourage, or ſo wicked as to oppoſe an Undertaking fo cha- 
ritable, ſo neceffary for the Poor; and fo beneficial to our: 
Eountr V. 4 | 1 þ 8. be” | 
Therefore Generous Readers, 


We now call upon xou all, by the Titles of: Men, Bre- 
Mren and Chriſtians, to denote our common Tie of Huma-- 
nity, and yet nearer Tie of Chriſtian Charity. By what Ar- 
guments ſhall we perſwade you to extend your Bounty to a- 
Boor Hoſpital in its Infancy ? 
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ant like theirs, or rather 
untimely Deaths which you 
there is an Eloquence in Ainble 
imagined;) and we ho 15 there Will 158 
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Circymſtances with which Gop} 
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N. B. All the Money that 4 
Mir. William Wardrop S# 44. 
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Sul ſeribers for L. 5, or 4 wards, 


rectors. | . 


De Names of Subſcribers for I. 1. 
Printed in due Tine. 


